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ST FRANCIS JETSKI CLUB CONSTITUTION

1.
NAME
1.1 The name of the Club shall be “St Francis Jet Ski Club”.

1.2 It is recorded that the Club is affiliated to the St Francis Ski Boat and Yacht Club.

2.
OBJECTS

The objects of the Club shall be:

2.1 To promote and develop all forms of jet skiing and water sports.

2.2 To promote and develop all forms of river and sea sports, yachting and boating in all its forms.

2.3 To provide facilities and encouragement for all river and sea boating activities.

2.4 To foster a spirit of harmony between anglers, yachtsmen, the N.S.R.I., boat owners, jetski owners and/or users, and the St Francis Bay community.

2.5 To act in support of any person or body concerned in the protection and the conservation of marine life.

2.6 To affiliate with any society, body or association having objects wholly or in part similar to those of this Club.

2.7 To promote competence in the handling of boats and jetskis, including the establishment and enforcement of a minimum set of rules and the “Code of Conduct” as set out by the local Council governing the operation of boats and jetskis by all members of the Club.

MANAGEMENT
2.8 The affairs of the Club shall be conducted by the Committee which shall consist of:-

2.8.1 The Club Chairman

2.8.2 The Vice-Chairman

2.8.3 Secretary

2.9 The Club year shall be deemed to commence on the first day of November and to terminate on the thirty-first day of October in each year.

2.10 Duties of the Committee
2.10.1 The Chairman shall:-

2.10.1.1 Preside at all General and Committee meetings;

2.10.1.2 have a deliberative vote at all meetings of the Committee and a casting vote;

2.10.1.3 represent the interests of all members impartially.

2.10.2 The Vice-Chairman shall:-

2.10.2.1 represent the interests of all the members impartially. 

He shall have a deliberative vote at all meetings of the Committee.


3.3.3
The Secretary shall:-



3.3.3.1
keep the minutes and proceeding of all General and Committee meetings.  The Minute Book of the proceedings of General Meetings shall be open to any member of the Club applying to view it;



3.3.3.2
do or cause to be done, all the clerical work of the Club, and be responsible for all correspondence received and dispatched.  They shall keep a proper register of all members of the Club;



3.3.3.3
notify members of general meetings in writing giving at least 21 (twenty-one) day’s notice thereof.   Meetings of the Committee shall be convened on written notice to its members;



3.3.3.4
have a deliberative vote at General and Committee Meetings;

3.3.3.5 perform whatever additional tasks are required by the Committee from time to time.

4.
POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE
The management of the affairs and business of the Club shall vest in the Committee, which shall have all such powers and authorities as are necessary to fulfil such function. Without derogating from the generality of the aforegoing the Committee shall have the power;

4.1 to co-opt additional members for the purpose of serving in a temporary capacity on the Committee or any Sub-Committee;

4.2 to appoint Sub-Committees, consisting of a convenient number of members, for any special purpose;

4.3 to consider and decide applications for membership;

4.4 to arrange terms of reciprocity and affiliation with other clubs, should they consider it in the interest of the Club;

4.5 to determine, from time to time, the entrance fee and subscriptions payable by members and ratified by the majority of members at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting of members convened for such purpose;

4.6 to review decisions of the Disciplinary Committee, and to hear appeals.

5.         MEMBERSHIP
5.1 All membership applications shall be decided by the Committee by majority vote.  No candidate shall be eligible for membership election unless there has been laid before the Secretary a nomination form bearing the signature of the proposer and seconder who, shall themselves be members in good standing which shall set out the full names of the candidate and any other particulars as may from time to time be prescribed by the Committee.


5.2
No member who has not paid his or her subscription within 3 (three) months after it has become due shall be allowed to remain a member of the Club whilst his or her subscription is unpaid.  Upon payment of his or her arrear subscription, a member may be reinstated by the Committee, provided that the Committee shall be entitled in its discretion to refuse to reinstate such member without furnishing reasons.


5.3
Paid up members of the Ski Boat and Yacht Club may become members without payment of further fees.

5.4 All owners of a Jetskis operating in the Kouga area shall become a member of the Club.

5.5 Ordinary Members

5.5.1 This category of membership shall comprise all members of the Club.

5.5.2 The membership fees payable by and privilege of Ordinary Members shall be as determined by the Committee in its sole and absolute discretion from time to time.


5.6
Temporary Members

5.6.1 It has been decided by the Committee that in order to accommodate visiting Jetski Owners who are not members of Port St Francis Ski-Boat and Yacht Club and St Francis Bay Jet Ski Club that a temporary membership will be made available.

5.6.2 The temporary membership fees payable by and privileges of this category of membership shall be determined by the Committee in its sole and absolute discretion from time to time.  The maximum period of this type of membership shall not exceed one month (30 days).

5.6.3 This category of member shall enjoy no vote at any meetings of members of the Club.

5.6.4 Since this category of member is not subject to the normal application, it has been decided that if necessary this category of temporary membership can be withdrawn without furnishing reasons.

6.
MEETINGS

A general meeting will be held once a year to vote in a new committee.

7.
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
The Constitution may be amended, or any part or the whole thereof, may be rescinded by a resolution passed by two-thirds of the total Club Membership.  This can be done at an Annual General Meeting, or Special Meeting called for this purpose, provided that every proposed amendment or motion to rescind appears on the Agenda of such meeting.

8.
VISITORS


8.1
Members may introduce visitors to the Ski Boat and Yacht Club by writing their names in the Visitors’ Book on the occasion of every introduction, provided however that no person residing within 30 (thirty) kilometres of the Ski Boat and Yacht Club House shall be introduced more than twice in the same month, except with the sanction of the Committee, and provided further that the Committee may forbid the introduction of any person for any reason appearing to them sufficient.

8.2 The Committee shall have the right to refuse admission to the Ski Boat and Yacht Club of any person who in the opinion of the Committee may not be acceptable to the general body of members.

8.3 No member shall have more than 6 (six) visitors at any one time without the authority of a committee member.

8.4 Members shall be answerable for the conduct of their visitors whilst on the Ski Boat and Yacht Club premises.  No visitor may remain on the Club premises after the introducing member has left.

8.5 Only members shall be permitted to pay for the facilities, liquor or refreshments supplied on the premises of the Ski Boat and Yacht Club.

9.
DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE
9.1 The Disciplinary Committee shall consist of the Jetski Convenor and the Ski-Boat Convenor or as appointed by the club committee.
9.2 If in the opinion of the Disciplinary Committee a member has committed a wilful breach of rules or any clause of any Agreements into which the Committee has entered with any local or Government Authority, or third party on the Club’s behalf, or is guilty of improper, dishonest, unsportsmanlike or ungentlemanly conduct, or is guilty of any conduct prejudicial to the interests of the Club whether within or outside the Club precincts, the Committee may, at is discretion:

9.2.1 Expel such member, or

9.2.2 Call upon such member to resign and if he fails to resign, expel such member, or

9.2.3 Fine such member.

9.2.4 See Annexure A for rules and regulations for Jetskis

10.
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

10.1
No member or invitee of the member shall have any claim against the Club for any loss, damage or injury which such member or invitee may suffer in consequence of participating in the activities of the Club or visiting the Club.


10.2
In the event of a member’s invitee suffering any loss, damage or injury whilst participating in the activities of the Club or visiting the Club, such member hereby indemnifies the Club in respect of such claim made again the Club by his invitee.

11.
ADOPTION OF THIS CONSTITUTION
This constitution was adopted at a Committee Meeting held on the                24 February 2009
Annexure A

Specific Rules & Regulations for Jetskis
(Kromme River Only)
The information given below is taken from the Kouga Municipal by-laws relating to Boating in the Kouga region. Full details are available in the booklet “Boating in the Kouga”, copies of which are on display at all boat licensing points.

General

All the general boating rules and navigational rights of way, outlined in Sections 7 & 8 of the booklet, apply to Jetskis.  However, Jetskis are presenting a particular problem during peak holiday seasons.  Their high speed can represent a real safety hazard and their noise, when operating free style; can be a serious disturbance to other members of the community.  A high level of responsibility is therefore incumbent on Jetski riders to act considerately to other water users and to the community at large.  The Municipality is responsible for law enforcement and the law will be applied rigorously in cases where irresponsible riding is encountered.

Definitions

“Traversing”: moving from point A to point B in the most direct route and at a speed appropriate to the situation and proximity of other vessels, jetties and slipways.

“Free style”: high speed riding and the performance of tricks, stunts, wave-jumping, wake-jumping, spinning, doughnuts, etc.

Age Limit

The minimum age for driving a Jetski is sixteen years.

Canals

The normal rules including registration and non-wake speed apply.

River
Should the Kouga Municipality allow Jetskis on the Kromme River traversing only will be allowed.  No free style activity permitted (see definitions above).  Jetskis should travel at a safe speed.  All the normal rules, including registration for use on the river, apply.

Sea

The Municipality has jurisdiction over the section of coastline from the low water mark to 200 meters off-shore.  No powered craft, including Jetskis, are permitted to operate within 200 meters of the shoreline, with the exception of the section of beach stretching southerly from the Kromme River mouth for a distance of 400 meters (to the pole).  This has been demarcated for free style activity by Jetskis and rubber ducks.  The single marker pole for the permeable groyne, mark the southerly limit of this demarcation.

Launching into the sea may be undertaken through the river mouth, or from the licensed slipway at Harbour Road. Craft should proceed immediately beyond the 200 meter line.

Warning
Users of the slipway are warned that the entrance channel does not align with the slipway.  When returning to shore, riders should utilize the marker poles at the entrance, aligned with the equivalent poles on the dune, to indicate the position of the channel, until aligned with the slipway.  The slipway is used entirely at the rider or owner’s risk and the Municipality accepts no responsibility for damage to person or property arising from its use.

Beyond 200meters from the low-water mark

Please consult section 4.3 of “Boating in the Kouga”.

Code Of  Conduct

I will respect all the registration requirements in the interest of safety and harmony, all Jetski drivers are expected to respect and observe the following Code of Conduct.

1. I will respect the rights of all other users on waterways & adjacent properties.

2. I will be considerate at launching points and get off the ramp briskly without delaying others.  

3. I will not allow any person under the age of 16 to drive my craft.

4. I will follow the navigation rules, as outlined in “Boating in Kouga”. 

5. I will not ride too close to any other vessel.

6. I will not drive continuously in front of any person, property or launching point.

7. I will operate at headway speed in “No Wake” zones.

8. When approaching the shore, I will be aware of others crafts, bathers, fishermen etc near the shore.

9. I will not follow close behind a boat towing a skier or other devices and will give way to skiers.

10. I will not disturb wildlife and will keep a safe distance from aquatic mammals.

11. I will not allow my Jetski to be driven by anyone under the influence of alcohol or narcotics.

12. I will not harass others and recognize that people judge all Jetski riders by my actions. 

13. I will not litter the shore side and waterways 

14. I will respect all the registration requirements as outlined in “Boating in Kouga”.

15. I will ensure that all pertinent information is passed on to other users of my craft.

16. I cherish my rights to use my craft in such a manner as not to inconvenience or disturb other water users, local residents and flora and fauna.

17. I will not participate in any freestyle activity on the river or on the shoreline side of the mouth

18. I will keep a good distance from fishermen & surfers and will not interfere with them in any way.

Registration  

The following are required before launching or using Jetskis and must be produced when acquiring a license from the Kouga Municipality:

1. PSF number – your craft will need to be surveyed for seaworthiness and a certificate will be issued by the club. This will have to be renewed annually 

2. Skippers Ticket – This can be done through the club and is a one off test

Licensing requirements

              The following are compulsory and are obtainable from Kouga Municipality

1. If you would like to navigate on the river you will need a river license 

2. If you would like to navigate on the canal system you will need a canal license 

3. These will only be issued on presentation of your skipper’s ticket and valid survey ticket

