ST FRANCIS BAY BEACH EROSION DISASTER

Basis document compiled for Kouga Municipality:
Environmental Committee as application to declare St Francis
Bay beach erosion a National Disaster and apply for Disaster

Relief Funding

First Draft — May 2007

Executive Summary

The St Francis Bay beach is a prime recreational beach in the Eastern Cape, and the
socio-economic prosperity of the St Francis Bay Village and surrounding area depends
on the beach being in a healthy, attractive state. It has also become a major tourist
attraction, and the tourist industry that creates many jobs is partly dependent on the
existence of an attractive beach. The beach is also a prime recreational beach for the
whole St Francis Bay community.

The St Francis Bay beach has been subject to periodic erosion for the past 30 years.
The erosion is due to the reduced sand supply to the beach that resulted from the
stabilization of the Santareme dunefield and reduced frequency of river floods in the
Kromme River because of the major dams in its catchment. This erosion has got
steadily worse, and the situation has now reached disaster proportions, with major
damage to municipal infrastructure, municipal property, and private property.

The Kouga Municipality (and its predecessor, the St Francis Bay Municipality) has been
working on the beach erosion problem for many years, considering many possible
solutions. This work culminated in an EIA in which it was concluded that the preferred
solution to the problem was to reduce beach erosion by means of groynes or
submerged artificial reefs, followed by building up the beach with sand dredged from
the Kromme estuary or from other sources nearby.

The solutions proposed were, however, considerably beyond the financial capabilities
of the Kouga Municipality. Hence assistance in the form of disaster funding is being
requested from Provincial or National Government to protect the shoreline against
erosion and build up a sandy beach to re-create an amenity that will be a major
attraction for tourists and an important recreational facility for local residents.

This assistance is urgently required to prevent the economic, social and environmental
disaster that will result if this huge beach erosion problem is not addressed.



The March 2007 Disaster at Ralph Rd / Anne Ave / Spit

The “Fall of the Walls of Jericho”, which was feared for decades in the erosion process,

suddenly struck a shocked community with a series of events during 2005, 2006 and
finally on 19 March 2007.

Severe erosion events took place from September to November 2005. The mid-tide
beach position retreated by up to 20 metres, and an ablution facility was destroyed.

Further even more severe erosion events took place from August 2006 to March 2007
when a tarred road fell into the sea at Anne Avenue and Ralph Road, and the spit,




which is the sand dune protecting the entire canal system, was severely damaged with
about 1/3 of the spit eroded away.

Contractors were called in to provide emergency rock protection and to reinstate the
damaged roads. A total of 12,000 m3 of soil and 960 m3 of rocks were used to repair the
damage and protect infrastructure against further damage.

Description of the vulnerable sandy beach area of S t
Francis Bay

The shoreline of St Francis Bay has two distinct sections. To the south is a rocky
coastline along which a section of town was established known as Santareme, St
Francis - on - Sea, Port St Francis and Otters’ Landing. This section, being a rocky
shore, has not been subjected to erosion. To the north the coastline is sandy, and
stretches from Frank Road and the Main Beach area to the mouth of the Kromme
River. This is the section of the shoreline that is vulnerable. It has been severely
eroded over a period of thirty years, was grossly damaged in the March 2007 storm and
the beach is under threat of complete destruction.

The total length of the sandy beach presently being eroded is 2.93 km. This very
vulnerable sandy beach area can briefly be described by referring to the following
components:

the beach as recreational facility
0 swimming

o walking
o fishing

0 Yyachting



